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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Town  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Stockton-on-Tees 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1949  which  sets  out  in  some  detail  the  vital  statistics 
of  the  Borough  and  indicates  the  health  trends  during  the 
year. 

Once  again  it  may  be  said  the  health  of  the  townspeople 
has  been  maintained  at  a  satisfactory  level.  Although  the 
general  death-rate  increased  from  the  record  low  rate  of 
1090  per  1,000  of  the  population,  registered  in  1948,  to 
1213,  it  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  the  126 
County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  which  was  12*5.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  125  deaths  or,  14%  of  the  total, 
were  persons  between  the  ages  of  80  to  90  and  16  persons 
were  over  90  at  the  time  of  death. 

The  birth-rate,  although  reduced  when  compared  with 
1948,  is  still  maintained  at  a  high  level. 

Unfortunately  the  infantile  mortality  rate  shows  an  in¬ 
crease  of  10  per  1,000  live  births  over  the  record  low  rate 
of  45  during  1948.  This  increase  can  largely  be  attributed 
to  the  increased  prevalence  of  gastro-enteritis  which  caused 
the  deaths  of  12  infants  during  the  year,  an  increase  of 
10  over  the  figure  for  the  preceding  year. 

A  pleasing  feature  of  the  report  is  that  no  death  occurred 
during  the  year  from  childbirth  or  associated  causes.  Much 
credit  for  this  remarkable  record  is  due  to  the  Emergency 
Obstetric  Unit  established  by  the  Middlesbrough  Health 
Department  in  1947.  This  Unit  rendered  invaluable  service 
to  several  Stockton  mothers  during  the  year. 

The  incidence  of  all  the  principal  infectious  diseases 
was  low  during  the  year  and  there  were  no  deaths  from 
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Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough,  Measles  or 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  Polio¬ 
myelitis.  It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  during  the  past 
three  years  the  confirmed  notifications  of  diphtheria  have 
been  nine,  eight  and  five  respectively  and  during  the  past 
two  years  no  death  has  occurred  from  this  disease. 

In  view  of  the  very  low  incidence  of  infectious  diseases 
m  the  area,  during  the  past  few  years,  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board  decided  that  the  needs  of  the  area  would  best  be 
met  by  the  conversion  of  the  Stockton  (Isolation  Hospital 
into  a  Children’s  Hospital.  This  change  in  the  functions 
of  the  hospital  was  effected  in  July,  1949.  Since  that  date 
all  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  the  Borough  have 
been  removed  to  the  West  Lane  Hospital,  Middlesbrough. 

The  survey  of  all  food  premises  in  the  Borough  was 
continued  during  the  year  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  de¬ 
voted  a  good  deal  of  time  to  this  work. 


At  the  end  of  the  report  I  have  included  information 
in  respect  of  the  services  which  were  transferred  to  the 
County  Council  on  the  5th  July,  1948,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  the  valuable  work  they 
have  performed  during  the  year.  My  grateful  thanks  are 
also  due  to  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their 
interest  and  encouragement  and  to  the  Chief  Officials  of 
the  Corporation  for  their  ready  help  and  co-operation  at 
all  times. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 


Your  obedient  servant, 
HENRY  J.  PETERS, 
Medical  Officer  of 


Health  Department, 

106  Yarm  Lane, 

Stockton-on-Tees. 
November,  1950. 


Health. 
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STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Borough  School  Medical  Officer,  Area 

Medical  Officer  (No.  12  Area,  D.C.C.'s  Scheme  of  Divisional 
Administration)  — 

HENRY  J.  PETERS,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health— 

W.  RODGER,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

(resigned  30th  November,  1949) 

Sanitary  Inspectors — 

*tERNEST  VARLEY,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
*tA.  KENYON,  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
*fF.  R.  ALLAN,  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
*tj.  W.  BOLTON,  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
*+R.  SNOWDON,  District  Sanitary  Inspector 
*+Cert.  San.  Ins.  Jt.  Board.  Meat  &  Food  Cert.  R.S.I. 

Rodent  Operative— 

R.  MASTERS 

Clerks — 

IT  KIPLING,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Chief  Clerk 

R.  HOPCRAFT,  General  Clerk 

Mrs.  J.  I.  PRATER,  General  Clerk 

Miss  F.  M.  BERTRAM,  General  Clerk  (D  C  C  ) 

Miss  S.  PREST,  Junior  Clerk 
J.  A.  SMITH,  Junior  Clerk  «. 

Stafi  employed  by  the  County  Council  for  work  in  the  No.  12  Area 

(Stockton  Borough) 

Health  Visitors — 

Mrs.  C.  CAMERON 

Miss  B.  FIDLER 

Miss  M.  SHAW 

Miss  A.  M.  SHAW 

Mrs.  E.  A.  STUBBS 

Mrs.  N.  CLARKSON  (Tuberculosis) 

Domiciliary  Midwives — 

Miss  C.  E.  BLACKBURN 
Miss  E.  CHAPMAN 
Miss  C.  A.  COULSON 
Mrs.  F.  E.  J.  COXON 
Miss  H.  M.  DIXON 
Mrs.  E.  S.  HALL 
Miss  D.  LLOYD 
Miss  L.  S.  RAYNER 
Miss  S.  D.  RICKERBY 
Mrs.  F.  SOUTHALL 

Clerks — 

Mrs.  M.  MUNRO 

Mrs.  E.  WOOD  "(Part-time) 
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Day  Nurseries — 

Lome  Terrace — Mrs.  E.  V.  MILLER,  Matron 
Norton  Road— Mrs.  E.  DOUGLAS,  S.R.N.,  Matron 
Durham  Road— Miss  O.  SWIFT,  Matron 

Home  Nursing — 

Miss.  N.  JONES,  Supt.  District  Nursing  Association 

Ambulance  Service — 

24  Driver  Attendants  and  four  telephonists  are  employed 

Domestic  Helps — 

Six  full-time  and  one  part-time  Domestic  Helps  are  employed 


School  Health  Service 

Assistant  School  Medical  Officer — 

ELLEN  J.  WILMOT,  M.B.,  B.S. 

School  Dental  Officers — 

FRANK  R.  CADIGAN,  L.D.S. 


Mrs. 

F. 

ELL  (Temporary) 

Speech 

Therapist— 

Miss 

MU 

RIEL  KNIGHT 

Orthoptist — 

Miss 

O. 

M.  CAIRNS  (Part-time) 

School 

Nurses- 

Miss 

M. 

A.  ALTON  (Resigned  31st 

Miss 

D. 

M*.  JOHNSON 

Mrs. 

E. 

MTNTO 

Mrs. 

E. 

WHITEHEAD 

Miss 

JEAN  JOHNSON  (Appointed 

M  rs . 

L. 

M.  STAWSKI 

Dental  Attendants — 

Miss  D.  WHIN  FIELD 
Mrs.  N.  LACEY 

(Appointment  terminated  31st  December,  1949) 


Clerks — 

Miss  J.  HALL 

Mrs.  S.  WALLETT  (Temporary) 

Miss  J.  FIELDING  (Appointed  29th  August,  1949) 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Population. — The  civil  population,  as  estimated  by  the 
Registrar  General  at  the  middle  of  1949  was  73,030,  a  de¬ 
crease  of  60  on  the  figure  for  the  previous  year.  The  natural 
increase  in  the  population  (i.e.  the  number  by  which  the 
births  exceeded  the  deaths)  during  the  year  was  594. 


Live  Births : — 

1949 

1948 

Males  . 

765 

Birth-rate  per  1000 

Females . 

715 

of  population 

20*26 

22*18 

Total . 

1480 

Still  Births  . 

41 

Rate  per  1000 

of  total  births 

26*95 

29*34 

Deaths : — 

Males  . 

467 

Death-rate  per  1000 

Females . 

419 

of  population 

12*13 

10*90 

Total  . 

886 

Infantile  Mortality : — 

Number  of  deaths  at 

Rate  per  1000 

ages  under  1  year 

81 

live  births  . 

55*00 

45*00 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 

Causes : — 

Number  of  deaths  ... 

Nil 

Rate  per  1000 

total  births . 

2*39 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  less 
by  141  than  the  figure  for  1948.  The  birth-rate  at  20*26 
is,  however,  still  well  above  the  rate  for  the  126  County 
Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  and  that  for  England  and  Wales 
which  were  18*7  and  16*7  per  1,000  births  respectively.  It 
would  appear  that  the  birth-rate  reached  its  peak  in  the 
Borough  in  1947  when  the  rate  of  24*41  was  higher  than 
in  any  year  since  1923.  Since  1947  the  rate  has  shown  a 
steady  decline  but  is  still  higher  than  any  rate  registered 
between  the  years  1931-1943. 

The  still  birth-rate  at  26*95  per  1,000  total  births  is  a 
reduction  of  2*4  per  1,000  on  last  years  rate  and  the  lowest 
rate  registered  in  the  Borough  since  1944.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1949  was  23  per  1,000  total  births, 
the  lowest  ever  recorded. 

There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  general  death- 
rate  for  the  Borough,  from  10*90  per  1,000  of  population 
(which  was  a  record  rate  for  the  Borough)  to  12*13  the  rate 
for  1949.  The  rate  for  the  126  County  Boroughs  and  Great 
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Towns  was  12  5  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  1E7.  When 
multiplied  by  the  area  comparability  factor,  a  factor  used 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  comparability  between  local! 
death-rates,  the  rate  for  the  Borough  is  13  95  per  1,000  of 
the  population. 

Of  the  deaths  registered  235  or  26%  occurred  at  ages 
between  70  and  80,  125  or  14%  occurred  at  ages  between 
80  and  90  and  16  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  90  years. 

Unfortunately,  the  record  low  infantile  mortality  rate 
for  1948  was  considerably  exceeded  in  1949  when  the  rate 
reached  54-7  per  1,000  births.  The  infantile  mortality  rate 
for  the  country  again  reached  a  record  low  figure  at  32  per 
1,000  live  births,  while  the  rate  for  the  126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  downs  was  37.  A  paragraph  reviewing  the 
infantile  mortality  for  the  year  appears  later  in  the  report. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Borough,  not  a 
single  maternal  death  was  registered  during  the  year.  The 
rate  for  the  country  also  reached  a  record  low  level  at  098 
per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  annual  birth¬ 
rates,  death-rates  and  infantile  mortality  rates  for  five  year 
periods  from  1901  to  1945  and  for  the  individual  years 
1946-49,  for  Stockton-on-Tees  and  England  and  Wales. 


STOCKTON-ON-TEES  ENGLAND  AND  WALES 


Birth 

Death 

Inf.M. 

Birth 

Death 

Inf.  M. 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

Bate 

1901—05 

31-64 

17-62 

153 

28-16 

16-0 

137-8 

1906—10 

29-50 

15-98 

128 

26-2 

14-6 

117-0 

1911  —  15 

30-02 

17-18 

122 

23-6 

14-3 

109-6 

1916—20 

25-04 

17-80 

111 

20-0 

14-5 

90-6 

1921—25 

25-50 

13-80 

94 

19-9 

12-1 

75-8 

1926—30 

21-64 

13-49 

85 

16-7 

12-1 

67 

1931—35 

19-21 

12-47 

74 

15-0 

12-0 

62 

1936—40 

18-89 

12-50 

63 

14-9 

12-5 

55 

1941—45 

20-23 

13-08 

65 

16-0 

11-9 

50 

1946 

22-72 

11-55 

52 

19-1 

11-5 

43 

1947 

24-41 

12-59 

59 

20-5 

12-0 

41 

1948 

22-18 

11-90 

45 

17-9 

10-8 

34 

1949 

20-26 

12-13 

55 

16-7 

11-7 

32 

Notes 

on  Principal 

Causes  of 

Death. 

— The  principal 

causes  of 

death 

during 

the  year, 

with  associated 

causes 
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grouped  together,  compared  with  corresponding  figures  for 
the  five  preceding  years,  were  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Deaths 


Disease 

1919 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1. 

Heart  and  Circulatory  diseases  ... 

271 

252 

240 

245 

227 

221 

2. 

Cancer  . 

139 

103 

117 

106 

129 

108 

3. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia  and  other 
respiratory  diseases  . 

90 

78 

132 

91 

101 

104 

4. 

Inter-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

97 

68 

78 

72 

74 

69 

5. 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  . 

47 

46 

51 

43 

52 

48 

6. 

Congenital  debility,  Premature 
birth,  etc . 

49 

42 

66 

47 

41 

53 

7. 

Violence  . 

44 

38 

35 

35 

35 

41 

Totals  . 

737 

627 

719 

639 

659 

644 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  ... 

83 

79 

80 

79 

77 

75 

There  was  a  general  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths 
registered  during  the  year  and  a  corresponding  increase  in 
the  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  the  six  principal  causes, 
all  of  which  showed  increases,  the  figures  for  heart  disease, 
cancer  and  inter-cranial  vascular  lesions  being  substantially 
greater  than  those  for  previous  years. 

Deaths  from  violence  increased  from  38  to  44.  These 
deaths  are  classified  according  to  sex  and  cause  of  death  in 
the  following  table  : — 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Suicide  . 

...  3 

4 

7 

Accidentally  Drowned  . 

1 

2 

3 

Accident  at  Home . 

...  3 

8 

11 

Accident  at  Work . 

...  5 

— 

5 

Road  Accidents  . 

...  10 

1 

11 

Asphyxia  (infants) . 

...  2 

3 

5 

Lack  of  Attention  at  Birth  ... 

— 

1 

1 

War  Wounds . 

1 

— 

1 

Totals  . 

...  25 

19 

44 

There  were  nine  more  deaths  during  the  year  from  road 
accidents,  and  again,  with  one  exception,  the  casualties  were 
all  males. 

Accidents  in  the  home  accounted  for  eleven  deaths,  com¬ 
pared  with  thirteen  in  the  previous  year.  Three  of  these 
deaths  were  caused  by  burns  and  scalds,  and  eight  were  the 
result  of  falls,  seven  being  elderly  females. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water. — The  Borough  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board.  The  supply  has  its  source  in  upland 
gathering  grounds,  near  which  it  is  impounded  in  extensive 
reservoirs.  The  supply  is  constant  and  is,  in  all  cases, 
direct  to  the  house. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Tees 
Valley  Water  Board  for  the  following  information  in  regard 
to  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough. 

The  water  supply  to  the  area  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  to  domestic  consumers  in  quantity. 

Eight  bacteriological  samples  of  the  raw  water  were 
examined  per  month.  The  water  supply  is  tested  as  it  leaves 
the  works  and  also  at  points  in  the  distribution  system. 
Approximately  100  samples  per  month  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 
A  summary  of  the  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  is 
given  below. 

The  water  is  not  liable  to  have  any  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

The  water  supply  is  purified  by  slow  sand  filtration 
followed  by  treatment  with  ammonia  and  chlorine.  Water 
which  has  been  standing  in  open  service  reservoirs  is  also 
treated  with  ammonia  and  chlorine  before  passing  into 
supply. 


Lartington  Gravitation  Supply 

Appearance — Clear  and  bright. 

Odour — Nil. 


Chemical  Results 


(expressed  as  parts  per  million) 

Average 

Max. 

Min. 

pH . 

...  7 

7-1 

6-8 

Colour  (Hazen)  . 

...  70 

100 

35 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  . 

...  6 

11 

4 

Total  Solids  . 

...  91 

110 

70 

Chlorides  . 

...  7 

9 

6 

Total  Alkalinity  . 

...  43 

55 

25 

Total  Hardness  . 

...  53 

65 

40 

Temporary  Hardness  . 

...  43 

55 

25 

Permanent  Hardness  . 

...  10 

15 

0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . 

...  0-1 

0-6 

Nil 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  . 

...  0-01 

0-01 

Nil 

Free  Ammonia  . 

...  0-038 

0-14 

Nil 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  . 

...  0-067 

0-12 

0-03 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  3  hrs.  at  37°C. 

...  5-7 

9 

3-5 

Iron  ...  . 

...  0-19 

C-34 

0-05 

12 


Bacteriological  Results 


(expressed  as  parts  per  million) 

Average 

Max. 

Min 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  37°C.  per  ml.  1  day 

6 

12 

1 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  37°C.  per  ml.  2  days 

9 

16 

1 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  20°C.  per  ml.  3  days 
Percentage  of  samples  giving  Presumptive 

6 

40 

0 

B.  Coli  reaction  per  100  ml . 

4 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  per  100  ml . 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

62 

reaction  per  10  ml . 

Present  in  1  sample  only,  1  per  100  ml. 

Nil 

River  Tees  Supply  Darlington 

Appearance — Clear  and  Bright. 

Odour — Nil. 

Chemical  Results 

(expressed  as  parts  per  million) 

Average 

Max. 

Min. 

pH . 

7-3 

7-5 

6-9 

Colour  (Hazen)  . 

47 

100 

27 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  . 

5 

7 

3 

Total  Solids  . . 

145 

205 

95 

Chlorides  . 

9 

11 

7 

Total  Alkalinity  . 

71 

115 

30 

Total  Hardness  ...  : . 

91 

135 

40 

Temporary  Hardness  . 

71 

115 

30 

Permanent  Hardness  . 

20 

35 

5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . 

0-5 

1-2 

Nil 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  . 

0-01 

0-01 

Nil 

Free  Ammonia  . ■ 

0-017 

0-088 

Nil 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  . 

0-061 

0-12 

0-028 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  3  hrs.  at  37°C.  ... 

4-2 

8-2 

1-8 

Iron  . 

0-07 

0-24 

0-03 

Bacteriological  Results 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  37°C.  per  ml.  1  day 

6 

18 

0 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  37°C.  per  ml.  2  days 

8 

18 

1 

Bacteria  on  Agar  at  20°C.  per  ml.  3  days 

13 

160 

1 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Presumptive 

B.  Coli  reaction  per  100  ml . 

Nil 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  per  100  ml . 

92 

Percentage  of  samples  giving  Cl.  Welchii 

reaction  per  10  ml . 

Nil 
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Rivers  and  Streams. — The  crude  sewage  of  the  Borough 
is  discharged  into  the  River  Tees  without  treatment. 

Closet  Accommodation. — No  house  in  the  Borough  within 
reasonable  distance  of  a  sewer  is  now  without  a  water 
closet. 

One  conversion  of  a  waste  water  closet  was  carried  out 
with  financial  contribution  from  the  Council. 

Slaughterhouses.— Arrangements  for  the  slaughtering 
of  animals  for  human  consumption  are  still  under  the  control 
of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Two  slaughterhouses  are  still  being 
used,  and  I  again  draw  attention  to  the  inadequate 
accommodation  and  facilities  at  these  premises. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  following  offensive  trades  are 
in  operation  in  the  Borough : — 

Tripe  Boilers .  5 

Gut  Scraper .  1 

Fell  Monger .  1 

Regular  inspections  show  that  these  trades  were  being 
conducted  satisfactorily,  and  that  in  no  case  was  notice 
required. 


Common  Lodging  Houses. — Two  common  lodging 
houses  are  on  the  register,  namely  24/25  The  Square  and 
10  Prince  Regent  Street.  These  were  operated  and  supervised 
in  a  satisfactory  manner. 


Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919, — The  following 
is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Rodent  Officer  and  one  part- 
time  assistant  during  the  year.  In  all  cases,  treatment 
consisted  of  trapping  or  the  method  advocated  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  namely  three  or  four 
days  pre-baitings  with  an  unpoisoned  bait,  prior  to  the  laying 
of  poison.  Double  maintenance  treatment  of  sewer  man¬ 
holes  was  carried  out..  Approximately  10%  of  the  bodies 
were  collected. 


Number  of  complaints  received . 

Number  of  premises  surveyed  . 

Number  of  premises  treated . 

Sewer  manholes  treated . . 

Number  of  rats  killed  (according  to  poison  taken) 


157 

522 

217 

2955 

2229 


Diseases  Cf  Animals  Act. — Routine  inspection  of  the 
cattle  market  was  carried  out  on  sale  days,  and  882  licences 
were  issued  for  the  movement  of  4,110  pigs. 

Six  cases  of  suspected  swine  fever  and  one  of  anthrax 
were  notified  to  the  Ministry  during  the  year,  but  none  of 
these  cases  was  confirmed. 
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Fourteen  vessels  arriving  in  the  river  in  the  Borough  were 
visited  under  the  -Importation  of  Dogs  and  Cats  Order. 

Three  cases  of  congenital  tuberculosis  in  calves  were 
discovered  during  meat  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouses. 
The  origin  of  the  calves  was  traced  in  each  case  and  re¬ 
ported  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  for 
investigation  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

Following  a  case  of  anthrax  in  the  area  of  an  adjoining 
authority,  it  was  found  that  the  hide  of  the  animal  had 
passed  through  a  Hide  and  Skin  merchant’s  premises  in  the 
Borough.  Necessary  precautions  were  taken,  and  a 
notification  was  sent  to  the  area  to  which  the  hide  had  been 
sent  for  tanning. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act.  1933. — Twenty-nine  persons 
were  granted  slaughterman’s  licences  during  the  year. 

Stockton-on-Tees  Corporation  Act — Hairdressers.. — The 

number  of  persons  on  the  register  of  hairdressers  and 
barbers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  sixty-six.  All  hair¬ 
dressers’  premises  were  inspected  during  the  year  and 
conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  There  were  four 
new  registrations  in  1949.. 

Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1907— Registration  of 
Dealers  in  Old  Metals  and  Marine  Store  Dealers. — Seven 
persons  were  registered  as  dealers  and  authority  has  been 
delegated  to  the  police  for  the  inspection  and  control  of  their 
premises. 

Smoke  Abatement.— During  the  year,  a  standing 
Committee  of  local  authorities  of  the  Tees-side  and  Cleveland 
areas  was  formed  with  a  technical  sub-committee  comprising 
the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  areas.  The  objects 
of  this  Committee  are  to  examine  the  problems  of  smoke, 
dust,  grit  and  fumes  in  the  area,  and  to  recommend  such 
joint  action  as  is  deemed  necessary  to  combat  the  nuisance. 
At  the  outset,  it  was  agreed  to  make  a  recommendation  that 
all  local  authorities  should  compile  statistics  of  pollution  in 
their  areas  by  using  standard  deposit  gauges,  which  give  an 
indication  of  the  seriousness  of  the  pollution  in  specific  areas. 
The  Health  Committee  agreed  to  comply  with  this 
recommendation  and  instructed  that  an  allowance  for  the 
provision  and  maintenance  of  these  deposit  gauges  should 
be  included  in  the  estimates  for  the  year  1950-51. 
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Factories  Act,  1937. — The  total  number  of  factories  on 
the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  354,  campared  with 
356  for  the  year  1948.  Regular  inspections  were  carried  out 
and  the  premises  were  generally  well  maintained,  with  few 
exceptions.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  written  notices  in  21 
cases  requiring  improvements. 

In  the  following  table,  prescribed  particulars  on  the 
administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  given. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


PREMISES 

N umber  on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  en¬ 
forced  bv  Local  Authorities 

60 

56 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  ... 

294 

215 

’ 

18 

Total  ... 

354 

271 

21 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


PARTICULARS 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

20 

15 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— ■ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  . 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

_ 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or 
defective 

22 

13 

2 

(c)  not  separate  for 
sexes  . 

1 

1 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
outwork)  . 

3 

o 

Total  ... 

48 

34 

1 

3 

Number  of  outworkers  on  Register  at  December,  1949  : — One 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  for  the  year  1949: — 

Inspections  following  complaints . 1150 

,,  under  the  Housing,  etc.,  Acts .  234 

,,  under  the  Public  Health  Acts . 1197 

in  regard  to  outstanding  notices  .  2986 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  for  meat  inspection  .  964 

Inspections  of  bakehouses  .  .  ...  84 

,,  dairies  and  milkshops  .  160 

,,  fish  and  chip  shops  .  69 

,,  ice-cream  shops  .  217 

,,  food  shops  and  warehouses .  890 

,,  restaurants,  cafes  and  snack  bars .  67 

,,  offensive  trades  . 70 

,,  markets  242 

,,  factories  403 

,,  outworkers  .  1 

,,  licensed  premises  and  places  of  entertainment  7 

,,  cowsheds  .  66 

,,  stables  and  pigstyes  .  91 

,,  under  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  .  179 

,,  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1919  78 

,,  common  lodging  houses .  17 

,,  houses  iet-in-lodgings  .  46 

,,  hairdressers  .  95 

Investigations  made  in  respect  to  notifiable  disease .  86 

Premises  disinfected  re  infectious  disease .  74 

,,  ,,  ,,  vermin  87 

,,  ,,  ,,  tuberculosis  10 

Miscellaneous  inspections  .  265 

Interview's  . 414 


Nuisances  and  Repairs  dealt  with  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936.  — 1150  complaints  were  dealt  with  during 
the  year.  As  a  result  of  these  and  routine  inspections  by 
the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors,  notices  were  served  under 
the  Act  as  follows : — 

Preliminary  Notices  served  . .  ...  669 

Statutory  Notices  served .  323 

Number  of  premises  in  respect  of  which  notices 
served  during  1948-9  were  complied  with  ...  658 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Repairs  to  Dwelliing-houses. — 

During  the  year,  234  inspections  were  made  under  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Act,  1936,  and  104  Statutory  Notices  were  served  under 
Section  9  of  the  Act. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Dangerous  Buildings  and  other 
Structures. — It  was  necessary  during  the  year  to  report 
twelve  properties  to  the  Borough  Engineer  as  being  in  such 
a  condition  as  to  be  dangerous. 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Overcrowding. — During  the  year, 
78  families  were  reported  to  the  Housing  Department  as 
living  in  overcrowded  conditions.  This  number  was  divided 
into  two  groups  : — 

1.  Those  statutorily  overcrowded  in  accordance  with  the  Act  65 

2.  Those  who  were  overcrowded  due  to  the  exclusion  of  the 

communal  living  room  when  assessing  the  “permitted 
number  ”  .  13 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Food  and  Drugs  (SVIilk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944.  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. — The 

Act  and  Regulations  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  October, 
1949.  The  effect  of  this  legislation  was  to  transfer  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  the  responsibility  for 
the  registration  of  dairy  farms  and  dairy  farmers.  From 
that  date  the  Ministry’s  Inspectors  were  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  dairy  farms  and  the  general  production  of 
milk.  The  register  and  supervision  of  milk  distributors  and 
their  premises  remains  the  responsibility  of  the  local 
authority. 

In  the  case  of  designated  milk,  one  new  grade,  namely 
sterilised  ”  has  been  introduced.  The  licencing  authority 
for  pasteurisation  and  sterilisation  plants  is  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority,  all  such  licences  for  treatment  plants  and 
dealers  are  the  responsibility  of  the  local  authority.  Fees  for 
licences  under  the  Regulations  have  been  abolished. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926 — The  Milk  (Special 
Designation)  Regulations,  1936-1943. — The  number  of  cow- 
keepers,  dairymen  and  retail  purveyors  on  the  register  during 
1949,  was  as  follows: — 

Cowkeepers  20 

Dairymen  .  20 

Retail  Purveyors .  72 

Heat  Treatment  Plants  .  3 
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Licences  Issued  : — 

Pasteurisers  . 

Dealers  (Pasteurised) . 

Dealers  (Tuberculin  Tested)  . 

Samples  Taken  : — 

1.  Heat  treated  milk  from — 

(a)  Plants  in  the  Borough . 

(b)  Plants  outside  but  retailed  in  the  Borough  ... 


3 

5 

11 


71 

16 


These  samples  were  taken  at  the  plants  during  the  course 
of  delivery  and  at  the  comsumer’s  premises,  mainly  schools 
and  day  nurseries.  Of  the  milk  treated  in  the  Borough,  one 
failed  the  Phosphatase  test  and  one  the  M,ethylene  Blue  test. 
Of  the  milk  treated  outside  the  Borough,  one  failed  the 
Phosphatase  test  and  two  the  Methylene  Blue. 

2.  Raw  milk  from  Dealers  in  the  Borough .  7 


Two  of  these  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

Cowsheds. — Sixty-six  inspections  were  made  and 
generally  speaking  it  was  found  that  the  buildings  and 
animals  were  being  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  In  two 
cases,  however,  it  was  necessary  to  send  informal  notices 
requesting  lime-washing  of  byres  and  repairs  to  the  cow- 
byres  and  milk-houses. 


Biological  Test. — All  the  samples  of  raw  milk  were  sent 
for  animal  inoculation  and  in  two  cases  a  positive  result 
was  obtained.  As  a  result  of  this,  it  was  possible  in  one 
case,  to  trace  and  slaughter  the  affected  cow. 

Meat  Inspection. — The  slaughtering  of  animals  for 
human  consumption  was  carried  out  at  two  slaughterhouses 
under  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  conditions  and  facilities  at 
these  slaughterhouses  are  still  inadequate.  The  following 
table  summarises  the  work  done  at  the  slaughterhouses  and 
the  condemnations  made.  100%  inspection  of  all  carcases 
was  maintained. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Sheep  and 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

.  4434 

672 

1003 

17375 

858 

Number  inspected  . 

.  4434 

672 

1003 

17375 

858 

Condemned  for  diseases  other 

than  Tuberculosis: — 

Whole  carcases  . 

15 

24 

11 

35 

4 

Part  carcases  or  organs  . 

.  3519 

379 

5 

489 

114 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

Whole  carcases  . 

.  28 

48 

5 

— 

7 

Part  carcases  or  organs  . 

.  658 

334 

2 

2 

31 

19 

Inspection  of  Other  Foods. — The  following  is  a  summary 
of  various  foodstuffs  inspected  during  the  year  and  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption : — 


Artificial  Cream . 

Bacon' . 

Bread,  Cakes  and  Biscuits  ... 

Butter . 

Cereals . 

Cheese . 

Coffee  and  Coffee  Essence  ... 

Cooked  Meat  . 

Custard  Powder . 

Dried  Fruit . 

Eggs  . 

Egg  Substitute  . 

Fish  Paste . 

Fruit  Juice . 

Flour,  Cake  and  Pudding  Mixture 

Fresh  Rabbits  . 

Hors  D’Oevres  . 

Ice-Cream  Cones . 

Jam  and  Syrup . 

Meat  Paste . 

Meat  Pies  . 

Pepper  . 

Potted  Meat . 

Sauce,  Pickles  and  Salad  Dressing 

Sweets . 

Sausage  .  . 

Tea  . 

Tinned  Meat  . 

Tinned  Fish  . 

Tinned  Milk  . 

Tinned  Pudding . 

Tinned  Soup  . 

Tinned  and  Bottled  Fruit* . 

Tinned  and  Bottled  Vegetables  .. 

1  ripe  . 

Wet  Fish  . 

Vinegar  . 


3  gals 

...  376  lb.  2  oz. 

...  51  lb. 

...  16|  lb. 

9  pkts. 

24  boxes  and  11  lb.  2  oz. 

11  tins/bottles 

...  166J  lb. 

12  pkts. 

9  boxes  and  74  st.  3|  lb. 
10  doz. 

12  tins 
93  tins 

133  tins  and  3  gals. 

67  pkts. 

...  123 

...  300  pkts. 

4  cartons 
125  j  ars 

8  jars 
...  231 

324  drums 

25  lb.  5r>  ozs. 

—  1824  jars 

...  32h  lb. 

...  81|  lb. 

62  lb. 

...  1147  tins 
932  tins 
...  1575  tins 
53  tins 
...  213  tins 

...  970  tins/ bottles 

...  2049  tins/ bottles 
4  st. 

...  142  st.  9  lb. 

1  bottle 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938— Sampling A  total  of  172 

samples  of  food  were  taken  for  analysis  and  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year. 

As  a  result  of  formal  samples  submitted,  three  samples 
of  sausage  were  found  to  be  deficient  in  meat  content. 
Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  manufacturers  and 
in  each  case  a  fine  of  <£10  and  costs  was  awarded  against 
the  defendents. 

Five  samples  of  mussels  and  three  of  winkles  were,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Analyst,  so  contaminated  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  consumption.  The  necessary  action  was  taken 
by  the  vendors  to  stop  further  supplies  from  the  source,  and 
the  matter  was  taken  up  officially  with  the  local  authorities 
concerned.  The  question  of  contamination  of  shellfish  has 
been  dealt  with  fully  in  another  section  of  this  report. 

One  sample  of  watercress  was  also  found  to  be  unfit, 
due  to  sewage  contamination.  The  source  of  supply  was 
traced  through  the  wholesaler  and  the  matter  reported  to 
the  local  authority  concerned. 

Three  samples  of  chewing  gum  were,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Analyst,  unsuitable  for  chewing  on  account  of  the  paraffin 
wax  base  used  in  manufacture.  This  matter  was  reported 
to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  Association  of  Municipal 
Corporations,  as  well  as  the  local  authority  in  which  the 
chewing  gum  was  manufactured.  The  comments  of  the  two 
former  authorities  were  that : — 

(a)  chewing  gum  was  not  a  food  and,  therefore, 
not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  and 

(b)  as  this  was  the  case,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
make  a  standard  without  recognising  it  as  a 
food,  whilst  in  fact,  chewing  gum  has  no  food 
value  at  all. 

One  sample  of  egg  substitute  was  found  to  be  decom¬ 
posed  and  the  remainder  of  the  stock  was  examined  and 
condemned. 

A  consignment  of  crisp  rye  bread  was  found  to  be 
infested  with  an  insect,  which  was  eventually  identfied  as  the 
Ptinus  Tectus,  and  in  this  case  the  remainder  of  the  stock 
was  withdrawn  from  sale. 

One  sample  of  sultanas  was  found  to  contain  insects  and 
the  remainder  of  the  stock  was  condemned. 

Shellfish. — During  the  year  I  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Council  to  the  unsatisfactory  position  regarding  the  sale  of 
mussels  and  winkles  in  the  Borough.  In  many  cases 
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bacteriological  examination  by  the  Public  Analyst  had  shown 
that  samples  of  these  shellfish  were  so  contaminated  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  These  examinations  of 
course,  take  some  days  to  complete,  and  in  the  meantime, 
the  shellfish  will  have  been  bought  and  consumed  by  the 
public.  In  every  case  of  such  contamination  being  discovered, 
the  matter  was  immediately  taken  up  with  the  Authority  of 
the  area  in  which  the  collecting  beds  were  situated,  with  a 
view  to  taking  action  under  the  Shellfish  Regulations.  The 
matter  had  also  been  taken  up  with  the  Ministries  of  Health 
and  Food,  asking  for  additional  legislation  for  a  greater  con¬ 
trol  of  gathering  grounds,  in  order  that  steps  are  taken  to 
ensure  the  discovery  of  contaminated  shellfish  and  the  closure 
of  the  beds  before  such  shellfish  is  distributed  for  human 
consumption. 

Ice-cream. — Twenty-six  samples  of  ice-cream  were 
taken  from  vendors  in  the  Borough,  with  the  following 


results  : — 

Methylene 

Blue 

Test 

Grades 

1 

2 

3 

4 

In  the 

Borough  . 

.  14 

1 

4 

1 

Out  of 

the  Borough  . 

.  6 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

.  20 

1 

4 

1 

The  above  results  are  quite  satisfactory. 

The  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  came  into  force  during 
the  year  and  a  number  of  manufacturers  gave  up  manufacture 
of  ice-cream,  as  their  premises  and  equipment  did  not  comply 
with  the  Regulations.  All  of  the  remainder  have  either 
installed  the  necessary  equipment,  or  have  this  equipment 
on  order. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  ten  manufacturers 
and  eighty-two  retailers  on  the  register. 

Feed  Premises. — A  survey  of  all  food  premises  com¬ 
mencing  in  1947  was  continued  throughout  the  year  and 
the  number  of  inspections  of  these  again  showed  a  sub¬ 
stantial  increase.  In  some  cases  it  was  necessary  to  serve 
notices  under  the  Act,  mainly  with  regard  to  structural 


defects,  as  follows: — 

Number  of  notices  served  . .  32 

Number  of  notices  complied  with  .  26 


It  is  hoped  that  during  1950,  the  survey  will  be  com¬ 
pleted,  after  which  a  full  report  of  conditions  will  be  drawn 
up  for  action  under  the  Act,  and  the  Clean  Food  Bye-laws, 
which  came  into  force  on  the  30th  May,  1950. 


22 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Borough  dur¬ 
ing  1949,  was  considerably  less  than  during  the  previous 
year,  the  total  confirmed  cases  being  832  as  compared  with 
1,532  during  1948.  Notifications  of  measles  and  whooping 
cough  fell  by  45%  during  the  year.  Scarlet  Fever  was 
much  less  prevalent  and  diphtheria  cases  fell  to  the  remark¬ 
ably  low  figure  of  5.  During  the  past  three  years  the 
confirmed  cases  of  diphtheria  occurmg  in  the  Borough  have 
been  9,  8  and  5  respectively. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  or  Cerebro 
Spinal  Fever.  Two  deaths  occurred  from  poliomyelitis. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  after  cor- 


rection,  notified  in  each  quarter  of  the 

year 

1949,  is 

shown 

in  the  following  table 

Quarter 

Ended 

31  st  Mar. 

30 ch  June 

30th  Sept.  31  st  Dec. 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

12 

9 

10 

18 

49 

Diphtheria  . 

... 

— 

3 

2 

5 

Measles  . 

...  32 

228 

62 

228 

550 

Whooping'  Cough 

...  23 

81 

51 

27 

182 

Pneumonia  . 

3 

— 

12 

11 

26 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

4 

1 

3 

9 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Dysentery . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

...  75 

324 

143 

290 

832 

The  case-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  certain 
infectious  diseases  in  1949  for  England  and  Wales,  the  126 
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County  Boroughs  and  Great 

downs,  and  Stockton- 

on-Tees 

are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

England 

126  C.B.’s  & 

& 

Great  Towns 

Stockton 

Disease 

Wales 

inc.  London 

on=Tees 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

...  0-01 

0-01 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

...  o-oi 

0-02 

0  01 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  . 

...  0-02 

0-03 

o-oi 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1-63 

1-72 

0-67 

Whooping  Cough  . 

...  2-39 

2-44 

2-49 

Diphtheria  . 

...  0-04 

0-05 

0-06 

Erysipelas  . 

...  0-19 

0-20 

0-12 

Smallpox  . 

...  o-oo 

0-00 

Measles  . 

...  8-95 

8-91 

7-53 

Pneumonia  . 

...  0-80 

0-91 

0-35 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

...  0-13 

0-13 

0-01 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

...  0-01 

0-01 

0-05 

Food  Poisoning  . 

...  0-14 

0-16 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

During  the  year  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  reviewed 
the  accommodation  provided  in  the  area  for  infectious 
diseases  and  as  a  result  it  was  decided  that  the  Stockton 
Isolation  Hospital  should  cease  to  be  used  for  this  purpose 
and  that  it  should  be  converted  for  use  as  a  children’s 
hospital  for  the  area.  Cases  of  infectious  diseases  occurring 
in  the  area  covered  by  the  Stockton  Isolation  Hospital  (The 
Borough  of  Stockton,  Stockton  Rural  District  and  the 
Billingham  Urban  District)  would  be  accommodated  in  the 
West  Lane  Isolation  Hospital  at  Middlesbrough. 

This  plan  was  put  into  effect  without  further  delay  so 
far  as  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  concerned,  but  as  it 
would  be  some  time  before  the  necessary  adaptions  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital  could  be  carried  out,  it  was  decided  as 
an  interim  measure  to  use  the  Hospital  for  ear,  nose  and 
throat  operations  in  order  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the 
general  hospitals. 

The  last  case  of  infectious  disease  was  discharged  from 
the  Stockton  Isolation  Hospital  on  20th  July,  1949,  and  the 
first  case  for  operation  for  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids 
was  admitted  on  the  24th  July,  1949.  From  that  date  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  589  operations  for  the  removal  of  tonsils 
and  adenoids  were  performed. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  and  other  diseases 
removed  to  the  Stockton  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  number 
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removed  from  the  Borough  to  the  West  Lane  Isolation 


Hospital,  Middlesbrough, 
in  the  following  table : — 

during 

the  year  1949,  are 

shown 

Stockton 

West  Lane 

Isolation  Hospital 

Isolation  Hospital 

Disease  (1st  Jan 

.—23rd  July)  (24th  July — 31st  Dec.) 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever . . 

20 

.  27  . 

.  47 

Diphtheria  . 

1 

.  5  . 

6 

Tonsillitis  . 

8 

.  5  . 

13 

Gastro  Enteritis  . 

7 

.  63  . 

.  70 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

.  1  . 

2 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

.  1 

4 

Pneumonia  . 

1 

.  5  . 

6 

T.B.  Meningitis  . 

— 

.  2  . 

2 

Mumps  . 

1 

.  —  . 

1 

Measles  . 

6 

.  6  . 

12 

Influenza  . 

1 

.  1  . 

2 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

1 

.  - —  . 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

6 

.  1  . 

7 

Dysentery  . 

2 

.  —  . 

2 

Polio  Encephalitis  . 

3 

.  1  . 

4 

Paratyphoid  Fever . 

1 

.  —  . 

1 

Food  Poisoning  . 

1- 

.  —  . 

1 

Osteomyelitis  . 

— 

.  1  . 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

2  . 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

.  1  . 

1 

Mother  with  baby . 

—  '  . . 

.  3  . 

3 

Baby  with  mother . 

— 

.  1  . 

1 

Miscellaneous  . 

1 

.  10  . 

11 

Totals . 

64 

.  136  . 

.  200 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  Public  Health  Laboratories  at  Northallerton  and 
Newcastle  and  the  Central  Clinical  Laboratory  at  Middles¬ 
brough  provide  excellent  facilities  in  the  area.  Almost  any 
type  of  specimen  may  be  sent  for  examination  free  of  cost. 
Specimens  for  the  Middlesbrough  and  Northallerton 
Laboratories  are  collected  by  road,  thus  saving  valuable  time 
in  obtaining  reports. 

Samples  of  milk  are  bacteriologically  examined  locally 
at  a  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  laboratory. 

Specimens  for  examination  for  the  Rh  factor  and  blood 
grouping  are  sent  from  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  to  the  Central 
Clinical  Laboratory  at  the  General  Hospital,  Middlesbrough. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the 
register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1949,  the  number  of 
additions  and  removals  during  the  year  and  the  number  of 
cases  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


RESPI RAT0RY 

NON-RESPIRATORY 

GROSS 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

M. 

F. 

TOT. 

TOTAL 

No.  of  cases  on  Reg. 

* 

1/1/49  . 

195 

145 

340 

50 

70 

120 

460 

Added  during  year 

47 

33 

80 

6 

8 

14 

94 

Removed  during  year... 
Remaining  on  Reg. 

19 

l 

26 

2 

1 

3 

29 

31/12/49  . 

223 

171 

394 

54 

77 

131 

525 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
notified  fell  from  90  during  1948  to  80  during  1949.  The 
number  of  new  cases  of  non-respiratory  fell  from  15  to  14. 

The  case  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  all  forms  of 
tuberculosis  during  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows  : — 


1949  . 

1948  . 

.  1-45 

1947  . 

1946  . 

.  pm 

1945  . 

During  1949,  there  were  47  deaths  from  the  disease — 
42  respiratory  and  5  non-respiratory,  compared  with  46 — 41 
respiratory  and  5  non-respiratory — in  1948.  There  was  a 
corresponding  slight  increase  in  the  death-rate  from  0'63  to 
0-64  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death-rate  from  this 
decrease  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  were  0-45  and  0'52  respectively. 

The  average  death-rates  for  both  types  of  this  disease 
per  1,000  of  the  population  for  each  five-year  period  since 
1911  and  for  years  1946,  1947,  1948  and  1949,  are  given 
below : — 


1911—15  ... 

Respiratory 

1-28 

NomRespiratory 

0-75 

Total 

2-03 

1916—20 

1-30 

0-57 

1-87 

1921—25  ... 

...  0-91 

0-37 

1-28 

1926—30  ... 

...  0-90 

0-35 

1-25 

1931—35 

...  0-74 

0-20 

0-94 

1936—40  ... 

...  0’63 

0-14 

0-77 

1941—45  ... 

...  0-71 

0-11 

0-88 

1946 

...  0-43 

0-19 

0-62 

1947 

...  0-50 

0-21 

0-71 

1948 

...  0-56 

0-07 

0-63 

1949 

...  0-57 

0-07 

0-64 
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Mass  Radiography  Survey — A  mass  miniature  radio¬ 
graphy  survey  was  carried  out  in  the  Borough  in 
November,  1949. 

The  following  statistics  on  the  survey  were  supplied  by 
the  Medical  Director  of  the  Unit : — 

Table  “  A.” 

(a)  Number  of  employees  at  time  of  survey  Not  known 


(b)  Total  Radiographed  (N  A  of  (a))  .  4874 

(c)  Total  passed  on  miniature  film .  4590 

(d)  Total  recalled  for  large  film  (5'8%  of  (b) )  284 

(e)  Total  failed  to  attend  for  large  film .  4 

(f)  Total  passed  on  large  film . .  ...  123 

(g)  Total  diagnosed  on  large  film .  70 

(h)  Total  recalled  for  investigation  (P7%  of  (b ) )  .  87 

(i)  Total  remaining  under  observation .  28 


Table  “  B  M — Analysis  of  Nan-Tuberculous  Gases. 


(a)  Chronic  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  (II) .  13 

(b)  Bronchiectasis  (VI)  .  4 

(c)  Silicosis  (VIII) .  1 

(d)  Thoracic  Neoplasm  (XIV)  .  2 

(e)  Cardiovascular  Diesases — Congenital  (XV)  .  1 

(f)  Cardiovascular  Diseases — Acquired  (XVL)  .  10 

(g)  M  iscellaneous  (I,  III,  V,  VII,  XII,  XIII,  and  XVII)  ...  16 


Total  ... 


47 


Table  “  G  ” — Analysis  of  Tuberculosis  Cases. 


Category  ‘A1 — Active  Disease  (057  of  total  X-rayed)  ... 
(i)  Newly  discovered  (0-55  of  total  X-rayed)  ... 

(ii)  Previously  diagnosed  . 

Category  ‘B’ — Inactive  Disease . 

(i)  Newly  discovered  . 

(ii)  Previousl  diagnosed  . 


27 

1 

45 

9 


28 

54 


Total  ... 

...  ...  ...  ... 

82 

Table  “  D 

Disposal  of 

all  Cases. 

NonTubercuIosis 

Tuberculosis 

Private  Doctor 

..  ...  12 

Private  Doctor 

...  5 

Tuberculosis  Officer 

— 

Tuberculosis  Officer 

...  27 

Hospital . 

.  1 

Hospital . 

...  2 

No  Action 

.  34 

No  Action  . 

...  45 

Total  ... 

.  47 

Total . 

...  82 

1,241  of  the  persons  examined  were  school  leavers.  In 
this  group  four  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  twelve 
inactive,  were  newly  discovered  and  appropriate  action 
taken. 
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CANCER 


139  deaths  were  registered  as  being  due  to  cancer  dur¬ 
ing  1949,  an  increase  of  36  on  the  figure  for  1948. 

In  the  following  table  the  deaths  are  classified  according 
to  age,  sex  and  site  affected: — 


25- 

-45 

45- 

-65 

65- 

-75 

75  & 

OVER 

| 

SITE 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

(  F 

TOTAL 

Buccal  cavity 

and  Pharynx  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

— 

4 

Digestive  organs 
and  peritoneum 
Respiratory 

1 

— 

14 

12 

16 

19 

4 

11 

77 

system 

3 

8 

4 

3 

0 

20 

Uterus 

1 

1 

5 

Other  female 

genital  organs 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

Breast 

a 

7 

2 

2 

14 

Male  genital 

organs 

2 

1 

1 

4 

Other  or  un- 

specified  organs 

— 

2 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

8 

Totals  ... 

4 

5 

25 

35 

23 

26 

8 

14 

*140 

*This  figure  is  one  more  than  is  shown  by  the  Registrar  General 
in  his  official  return. 


The  death  rates  from  this  disease  for  each  of  the  past 
five  years  have  been  : — 

1949  2-07 

1948  .  1-41 

1947  1-63 

1946  1-52 

1945  .  1-96 


FOOD  POISONING 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  in  the  Borough 
during  the  year. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY 

Unfortunately  the  record  low  infantile  mortality  for  1948 
was  not  maintained  during  1949,  when  80  deaths  of  infants 
under  1  year  of  age  were  registered,  compared  with  73 
during  1948. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  the  year  1949  was  55, 
compared  with  45,  59  and  52,  the  rates  for  the  years  1948, 
1947  and  1946  respectively. 
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36  of  these  infants  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1 
week,  10  at  ages  between  1  week  and  1  month  and  34  at 
ages  between  1  month  and  1  year. 

Premature  birth  was  the  predominating  cause  of  death, 
27  deaths  being  due  to  this  condition.  Gastro-enteritis 
accounted  for  12  deaths  as  against  2  during  1948.,  Four 
deaths  were  due  to  overlaying  and  one  to  inattention  at  birth. 

The  neo-natal  death-rate  was  31  *08  per  1,000  live  births, 
compared  with  24'67,  30-89  and  2933,  the  rates  for  the  three 
preceding  years. 

A  table  showing  the  causes  of  death  is  given  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  1949.  Much  credit  for  this  remarkable  record  is 
due  to  the  Emergency  Obstetric  Unit,  established  in  1947  by 
the  Middlesbrough  Corporation,  which  has  been  available  to 
patients  in  Stockton  since  June,  1948.  This  unit  has  been 
called  out  on  several  occasions  during  the  year  and  has 
rendered  invaluable  service. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for 
the  year  was  (T98  per  1,000  total  .births,  compared  with 
E02  the  rate  for  1948. 
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INFORMATION  IN  RESPECT  TO  SERVICES 
TRANSFERRED  TO  THE  DURHAM  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
ON  5th  JULY,  1948,  UNDER  THE  PROVISIONS  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

I  he  Medical  Officer  of  the  Borough  is  also  Area  Medical 
Officer  for  the  County  Council.  Part  of  the  services  of  the 
administrative  staff  of  the  Health  Department  is  paid  for  by 
the  County  Council. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, —  lhere  are  six  Child  Wel¬ 
fare  Centres  in  the  Borough  at  which  nine  sessions  are 
conducted  weekly  and  two  ante-natal  centres  at  which  five 
sessions  per  fortnight  are  held. 

Five  Health  Visitors  are  employed  m  the  Borough  for  the 
supervisions  of  children  under  the  age  of  five  years. 

The  Deputy  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Wm.  Rodger,  who  con¬ 
ducted  most  of  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres 
returned  from  H.M.  Forces  in  August,  1949,  after  an  absence 
of  two  years.  He  resigned  on  November  30th,  1949.  During 
the  absence  of  the  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the 
certres  were  attended  by  private  practitioners  employed  on 
a  sessional  basis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  attendances 
made  at  each  of  the  Centres  during  1949,  the  number  of 
medical  consultations,  and  the  average  attendance  per 
session. 


Average 

Number  of 

A  T  T  E 

N  D  A  N  C  E  S 

attendance 

Medical 

Centre 

Under  i  year 

1-5  years  Total 

per  session 

Consultations 

Eastbourne  Hall 

...  1516 

820  2336 

48-4 

456 

Brown’s  Bridge 

...  2985 

1229  4214 

84-3 

849 

Norton  Green 

...  4924 

2051  6975 

68-4 

730 

131  Norton  Road 

...  2642 

670  3312 

64-4 

780 

St.  Anne’s  Terrac 

o, 

Portrack 

...  1417 

486  1903 

384 

•  602 

Woodlands, 

Yarm  Lane 

...  4218 

1753  5971 

47-7 

725  - 

Total  . . . 

...  17702 

7009  24711 

57-7 

4142 

The  atendances  at 

the  Ante-Natal 

Centres 

were  as 

follows  : — 

Average 

Number  of 

attendance 

Medical 

Centre 

Attendances 

per  Session  Consultations 

Robson  Maternity  Home .  287 

11-5 

276 

131  Norton 

Road  ... 

.  661 

11-0 

437 

Total  ... 

.  948 

12-5 

713 

30 


Midwives. — Ten  midwives-  are  employed  by  the  County 
Council  for  work  m  the  Borough.  All  these  midwives  are 
now  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia.  Several 
sets  of  the  apparatus  are  available  at  the  ambulance  depot 
and  should  a  midwife  require  one  it  is  transported  by 
ambulance  and  returned  later  by  the  same  method. 

The  number  of  cases  attended  by  these  midwives  during 
1949  was  : — 

as  midwives  .  476 

as  maternity  nurses .  222 

This  is  an  average  of  69'8  cases  per  midwife. 

Immunisation, — Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was 
continued  during  the  year,  the  number  of  children  receiving 
a  full  course  of  injections  being  as  follows: — 

Age  under  five  years .  671 

Five  to  14  years  . . .  38 


Total  ... 


709 


33  children  received  a  reinforcing  injection  during  the 
year. 

Day  Nurseries. — There  was  no  change  during  the  year 
in  the  day  nursery  accommodation  provided  in  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  places  provided  and  the  average 
daily  attendance  at  each  nursery  during  the  year  is  given  in 
the  following  table  : — 


No.  on 

Average 

Daily  Attendances 

No,  of 

Register 

.Under  2 

2—5  yrs. 

Places 

30/12/48 

years 

years 

TOTAL 

Lome  Terrace 

32 

33 

7-61 

20-68 

28-99 

Norton  Road  . 

60 

60 

10-09 

36-76 

46-89 

Durham  Road 

60 

46 

8-61 

30-70 

39-31 

Totals 

152 

139 

26-31 

88-14 

11519 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

Seven  domestic  helps — six  full-time  and  one  part-time 
were  employed  in  the  Borough  throughout  the  year.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  assisted  were  aged  and  infirm  people, 
many  of  whom  have  had  regular  assistance  for  a  consider¬ 
able  time.  The  services  of  the  domestic  help  on  one  day 
each  week  is  usually  sufficient  and  is  much  appreciated. 

Confinements  and  cases  of  acute  illness  of  the  house¬ 
wife  are  given  priority  and  many  such  cases  were  dealt  with 
during  the  year.. 
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HOME  NURSING 


A  service  of  home  nursing  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  by  arrangement  with  the  County  Nursing  Association. 
In  the  Stockton  area  this  service  is  provided  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  eight  whole¬ 
time  nurses  and  one  part-time  nurse  were  employed. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

There  was  a  considerable  extension  of  the  Ambulance 
Service  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year  six 
ambulances  and  one  sitting-case  car  were  in  use.  Twenty- 
four  driver  attendants  and  four  telephonists  are  employed. 

In  addition  -to  the  Borough,  the  Ambulance  Service 
covers  Billmgham  Urban  District,  part  of  the  Stockton  Rural 
District  and,  by  agreement  with  the  North  Riding  County 
Council,  the  Borough  of  Thornaby  and  part  of  the  Stokesley 
Rural  District. 
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APPENDIX 

Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  for  the  year  1949 

Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns 
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(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population  (b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  STOCKTON-ON-TEES,  1949 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

I 

TOTAL 

Males 

Females 

All  Causes  . 

886 

467 

419 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  . 

_ 

2. 

Cerebro  spinal  fever 

_ 

3. 

Scarlet  fever  . 

4. 

Whooping  cough  . 

_ 

5. 

Diphtheria  . 

_ 

_ 

6. 

I  uberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system 

42 

29 

13 

7. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

5 

1 

4 

8. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

2 

9. 

Influenza  . 

4 

4 

_ 

10. 

Measles  . 

1 

11. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polioencephalitis  ... 

2 

1 

1 

12. 

Acute  infective  encephalitis 

— 

_ 

13. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oesophagus 

7 

7 

_ 

13a. 

Can'cer  of  uterus  . 

8 

8 

14. 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

34 

15 

19 

15. 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

15 

15 

16. 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

75 

36 

39 

17. 

Diabetes  . 

5 

2 

3 

18. 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

97 

45 

52 

19. 

Heart  diseases  . 

240 

135 

105 

20. 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

31 

16 

15 

21. 

Bronchitis  . 

43 

22 

21 

22. 

Pneumon'ia  . 

31 

16 

15 

23. 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

16 

12 

4 

24. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

8 

5 

3 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years  . 

13 

7 

6 

26- 

Appendicitis  . 

1 

— 

1 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  . 

13 

7 

6 

28. 

Nephritis  . 

18 

8 

10 

29. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  . 

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Premature  birth  . 

20 

9 

11 

32. 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injuries, 
infantile  diseases  . 

29 

16 

13 

33. 

Suicide  . 

7 

3 

4 

34. 

Road  traffic  accidents  . 

12 

11 

1 

14 

35. 

Other  violent  causes  . 

25 

11 

36. 

All  other  causes  . 

83 

47 

36 

34 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1949 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

TOTAL 

under  i  week 

TOTAL 

under  i  month 

TOTAL 

under  12 

months 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

-  -  - 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever . 

— 

_ — 

_ 

Measles  . 

— 

- 

Whooping  Cough  . 

— 

— 

_ 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

— 

- 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

— 

_ 

Convulsions  . 

— 

— 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

1 

10 

Bronchitis  . 

— 

— 

Gastro  Enteritis  . 

— 

- - 

12 

Atelectasis  . 

2 

2 

2 

Congenital  Malformations  ... 

O 

O 

7 

7 

Premature  Birth  . 

Atrophy,  Debility  and 

22 

27 

27 

Marasmus  . 

— 

- - 

1 

Inanition  . 

— 

— 

Violence  . 

— 

— 

4 

Inattention  at  Birth  . 

1 

1 

1 

Birth  injuries  . 

6 

6 

6 

Other  Causes  . 

1 

2 

8 

Totals  ... 

36 

46 

*80 

*  Registrar  General’s  return  shows  81  infantile  deaths  in  the  Borough 
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